Bringing Korea into the Standard-based
Elementary School Curriculum 

Sung Kim (Cahuenga Elementary, LAUSD)

Ten Activities 
1. T’aegukki (Korean National Flag): National symbol
Students will know the histories of important local and national landmarks, symbols, and essential documents that create a sense of community among citizens and exemplify cherished ideals.  Students develop an understanding of current world issues that include East Asia and relate them to their historical, geographic, political, economic, and cultural contexts.  Students experience an understanding of international value systems through multi-cultural activities.
Objectives:
1. Students deepen their understanding of a country by reading about a nation’s flag and the meaning of its symbols.

2. Students understand planes and circles and use knowledge to construct the T’aegukki by following directions.

3.   Students understand the meaning of the T’aeguk and four trigrams by completing an activity sheet.
File attached:
· PowerPoint file (Internet sources included)
· Lesson plan

· Activity sheet

· Pictures on student activity in the classroom

· Pictures of student product (T’aegukki)
· http://www.powdo.com/soobahk/flag.html
· http://www.bisdragons.com/students2001/grade78/korea/taegukki.html
      Subject areas integrated:  mathematics, social studies, and visual arts
2.  Mugunghwa (Korean National Flower: Hibiscus): National symbol
       Mugunghwa is an important national symbol of Korea.  Students will develop an   understanding of plants and national flowers of different countries through this activity.  A national flower drawing contest is recommended to promote student participation.

      Objectives:
      1.   Student will do Internet research about the characteristics of Mugunghwa (Hibiscus)        2.   Students will draw Mugunghwa using various drawing materials.
       File attached: 
· PowerPoint file

· Pictures of student drawings

· http://www.geocities.com/Tokyo/Pagoda/1876/national.htm
· http://www.kntoamerica.com/01TripPlanner/KoreaInBrief/na_symbols.asp?kosm=m1_1&konum=2
Subject areas integrated:  science, technology and visual arts 
3. Chuseok (Korean Thanksgiving Day, Full Moon Festival): National holiday
      There are two calendars in Korea, the lunar and the solar. Korea's traditional holidays are all determined by the lunar calendar. Chuseok is August 15th on the lunar calendar, but it is also called hankawi: (han ( great) and kawi (middle), a great day in the middle of autumn. It is an ancient celebration that may be traced as far back as the Silla kingdom (57 BCE – 935 C.E.)  Chuseok is the most festive day of the year and a time when people return to their hometowns for family reunions, visit the places where the spirits of their ancestors are enshrined, and express gratitude to their ancestors. When the full moon comes up on Chuseok night, the people gather and make a wish.

      Objectives:
1. Students will understand the features of lunar and solar calendar.

2. Students will understand the historical background of Thanksgiving in other countries.
3. Students will identify the representative food, games, and activities during Chuseok.

4. Students will compare and contrast Chuseok and Thanksgiving in the U.S.
Activities recommended on Chuseok: Songpyeon, Yutnori, Samulnori, Korean Calligraphy and Folk Art. (Explained below)
Subject areas integrated:  health, music, performing arts, physical education, science, and visual arts
http://www.familyculture.com/holidays/chusok.htm
http://www.internet-at-work.com/hos_mcgrane/holidays/2_yoo_min.html
http://www.lifeinkorea.com/Culture/spotlight.cfm
4. Making Songpyeon (Korean rice cake): Traditional food
Chuseok's most representative food is called Songpyeon. It is made from rice dough, with sesame seeds, beans, red beans, or chestnut fillings and shaped into a half moon. It is steamed in pine needles, and then rinsed in cold water, and finally sesame oil is spread on each Songpyeon. Korean parent volunteers can bring the rice dough and ingredients to make Songpyeon in a classroom.  (If rice flour or rice dough is not available, wheat flour dough can be used in making the shape, but the taste will be different.)   Students make their own rice cake following teacher’s modeling.  Teacher conducts a discussion about the nutrients of Songpyeon in a health class.  There could be a contest to determine the Songpyeon that is the best looking. 

File attached:
· PowerPoint  file (recipe)

· Pictures of student activity in the classroom

· http://www.lifeinkorea.com/culture/ricecake/ricecake.cfm
· http://www.lifeinkorea.com/culture/ricecake/ricecake.cfm?Subject=types
5. Yutnori ’ (Yut Game: Korean Four Stick Game): Traditional game
In Korea, Yutnori is the most popular traditional game that dates back about 1,500 years to the time of the Three Kingdoms. Yut  is a game played by two teams. Each team gets four markers (buttons or coins).  Four wooden sticks are thrown alternately and the markers are moved according to the landing of the sticks.  The markers (Korean word, mal) travel around the board and can move forward only. However, when landing on one of the big stations (in the corner and the centre), the team can choose to take the shorter way should they wish to. There are four possible courses.  The game is won by the team who bring their entire markers or mals home first, that is complete the course with all their mals. A course is completed if a mal reaches the station where the game started (cham-meoki). Yut is often played for three or more times to determine the winner.  The team that gets all its markers back to the starting point wins the game. 
File attached:
· PowerPoint file (How to play Yut)
· Korean Games With Notes on the Corresponding Games of China and Japan, by Stewart Culin (Dover Publications, New York
· Pictures of student Yut tournament in the classroom
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yut#Yut_sticks
· http://teacherlink.ed.usu.edu/tlresources/units/Byrnes-celebrations/korea5.html 
6. Samulnori (Korean Folk Music): Traditional music
SamulNori's music is based on the rhythms of traditional Korean folk percussion music. The name SamulNori literally means "To play Four Things." Those four things refer to the four percussive instruments: kwaengwari (a small gong, jing (a large gong), janggu (an hour glass drum), and buk (a barrel drum).   They represent four respective elements of weather: Lightning, Wind, Rain, Cloud   With roots in Buddhist and farmer’s music, the style has changed through the years and evolved in different ways. Samulnori is experiencing a revival and is now being performed throughout the world. 
In order to bring Samulnori in the elementary classroom teachers can use substitutes for the four instruments.  For example, empty five gallon water containers (Arrowhead, Sparklets) can be used instead of buk.  Large aluminum can or pots/pans with a spoon can be used for kwaengwari.  Both buk and kwaengwari can produce the basic sound of Samulnori without jing and janggu.  

File attached:
· PowerPoint file (What is Samulnori?)
· Video clip of student performance
· http://www.lifeinkorea.com/culture/samul/samul.cfm?Subject=definition
· http://www.indiana.edu/~samul/samul.html
7. Sagunja/Butgulssi (Korean Calligraphy): Korean Folk Art

In Korea, as in China and Japan, calligraphy has long been considered a form of art. Calligraphy using the Korean alphabet (hangeul) began in the late eighteenth century. The fundamental inspiration for calligraphy, as of all other arts which flourished in ancient Korea, is nature. In ancient times, the art of calligraphy not only reflected dexterity with a brush and cultivation of aesthetic sensitivity, but also a necessary process for mental discipline. 
In classroom teachers can implement Korean calligraphy using a brush, ink, and paper.  These materials can be purchased in the Korean art supply store in Los Angeles: Information of the store includes: 

Top’s Art Supplies  3447 W. 8th St., L.A. CA 90005

(between Hobart & Harvard)  free parking in rear

213-382-8229, 213-382-8299
      File attached:
· PowerPoint file (What is Korean Calligraphy)

·   http://library.thinkquest.org/12865/mray/kor2.htm
·   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_calligraphy
8. Tangun Shinhwa (Korean Myth): Korean Literature

The history of Korea is 5000 years old. 
The Korean people formed their own nation with a single race.
In B.C.2333, they created their own territory on a peninsula in the Far East.
Um. . . how about us beginning the story now……….
Tangun is the founding father of Korean nation.  This is a beautiful story to implement in an elementary classroom.  Activities recommended are Story Board, Sequence, Character Analysis, Compare and Contrast, Diorama,  and Drama.

       File attached:

· PowerPoint file of the entire story

· Lesson plans (Story board, Diorama activity)
· Students work (Diorama)

· Video clip of the drama activity

· http://www.clickasia.co.kr/about/m1.htm
· http://www.taekwondobible.com/korculture/spirit/myth.html
9. Korean Independence Movement/American Revolution

One of the standards in 5th grade social studies is to understand the historical background and the results of American Revolution.   In order to expand the connection between the American Revolution/American Independence Movement, teachers can explore the Korean Independence Movement with their students.
File attached:

· PowerPoint file (Korean Independence Movement & American Revolution)

· Lesson plans (Cause and Effects, Compare and Contrast using Thinking Maps)

· Students work, PowerPoint files developed by students

· http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/index.html
· http://www.mce.k12tn.net/revolutionary_war/american_revolution.htm
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_independence_movements
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/March_1st_Movement
10. Korean War

American Civil War is the theme of 5th grade Open Court Reading.  For the extended lesson teachers can implement some activities related to the Korean War.  

File attached:

· PowerPoint file (Korean War)
· Lesson plans (cause and effect, Compare/Contrast, Timeline using Thinking maps)

· PowerPoint files developed by students

· Pictures of students work

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_War
· http://www.korean-war.com/
Books Recommended by Teachers

Bee-bim Bop! (Hardcover) 
by Linda Sue Park (Author), Ho Baek Lee (Illustrator)
PreS-Gr. 2. Newberry Medal-winning author Park captures the exciting rush of dinnertime preparations in this picture book about a Korean family. A little girl is thrilled about what will be served for dinner--the Korean dish Bee-bim Bop--and she excitedly helps her mother select groceries and prepare the meal before Papa, the baby, and Grandmother gather for a short prayer and, finally, dinner. (Clarion, 2005, ISBN: 0618265112)
Sori's Harvest Moon Day: A Story of Korea (Make Friends Around the World) (Paperback)
by Lee Uk-Bae
Grades PreK-3. This is a charming story that provides the reader with a sense of the Chuseok (Korean Thanksgiving) when city dwellers return to their native villages and celebrate family relationships, pay respect to their ancestors, and give thanks for the harvest.  The book is a meaningful and enjoyable way for children to appreciate other cultures. (Soundprints,April 1999, ISBN: 1568996918) 

Halmoni and the Picnic (Hardcover) 
by Sook-Nyul Choi (Author), Karen Dugan (Illustrator)
Grade 1-3. Yunmi, a Korean-American third-grader in a New York City parochial school, worries about her grandmother Halmoni, who has been in the US only two months and is having a hard time with the English language and American customs. The excitement begins when Yunmi's friends invite Halmoni to chaperon a class picnic. (Houghton Mifflin, ISBN: 0395616263) 
In the Moonlight Mist: A Korean Tale (Hardcover) 
by Daniel San Souci (Author), Eujin Kim Neilan (Illustrator)

Grades 1-3. When a woodcutter generously rescues a deer, he is rewarded with a celestial bride. Following the deer's instructions, the young man hides in the moonlit mist as five maidens descend from the sky to bathe in a mountain lake.  (Boyds Mills Press,1st ed edition, ISBN: 1563977540) 

Seesaw Girl (Paperback) 
by Linda Sue Park (Author), Jean Tseng (Illustrator), Mou-Sien Tseng (Illustrator)
Grades 4-6. Life in 17th-century Korea is not easy for a girl, even for the daughter of a wealthy family. Jade Blossom must learn to do the laundry, sew the clothes back together after each washing, help in the kitchen, and embroider flawlessly.  The story is full of lively action and vivid descriptions, enhanced by appealing black-and-white paintings, to give a vivid sense of the period and reveal the world as Jade sees it. (Yearling, reprint, 2001)
Dok Suni (Hardcover) 
by Jenny Kwak (Author), Liz Fried (Author) 

Grade 3rd-8th: Dok Suni (means "strong woman") is an enchanting combination of personal narrative and appealing recipes in which Jenny Kwak shares stories and food from her mother's Korean kitchen. (St. Martin’s Press; lst edition, ISBN: 0312192614)   
The Legend of Hong Kil Dong: The Robin Hood of Korea (Hardcover) 
by Anne Sibley O'Brien (Author)  
Gr. 3-5. This graphic-novel version of a popular Korean tale has a protagonist who strongly resembles Robin Hood. The son of a powerful minister and his servant, Hong Kil Dong grows up in early-seventeenth-century Korea, denied his birthright because his mother was a commoner. As a teen, he leaves home and trains in martial arts, swordsmanship, divination, and magic. Hong Kil Dong will captivate readers as he leads an army of peasants against corruption and injustice. The book is beautifully illustrated, provides colorful images of life at the time, and in cartoon form. A very highly recommended new book. (Charlesbridge, 2006, ISBN: 1580893023) 

A Single Shard (Paperback) 
by Linda Sue Park (Author)

Grade 5-8- The author, a first-generation Korean American, has written a very touching story about Tree-ear, an orphan boy in a twelfth-century Korean potters’ village. Her account contains fascinating information about life and art in ancient Korea. A broken piece of pottery sets events in motion as Tree Ear struggles to pay off his debt to a master potter. This finely crafted novel provides a sense of village life during the Koryo dynasty. (Yearling, 2003,ISBN: 0440418518)
Korea's Favorite Tales and Lyrics (Hardcover) 
by Peter Hyun (Author), Park Dong Ii (Author) 

A collection of Korean folktales, poems, short stories, and songs. (Tuttle, 1987, ISBN: 9997485904).

Korean Games: With Notes on the Corresponding Games of China and Japan (Paperback) 
by Stewart Culin (Author) 

Nearly 100 games are described, such as yut, turnip lanterns, dragon tablets, kit fighting, clam-shell combat and cat’s cradle. In this classic study, which was first published in 1895, Stewart Cullin helps to preserve ancient cultures, their pastimes, ancient rites and rituals. (Dover, 1991, ISBN: 0486265935)

Year of Impossible Goodbyes (Paperback) 
by Sook Nyul Choi (Author)
Grades 5-9. Ten-year-old Sookan tells of her Korean family's experiences during the Japanese occupation as World War II ends. The children become separated from their mother, and experience a daring and frightening journey across the 38th parallel to safety. Through Sookan, the author shares an incredible story of the love and determination of her family, and the risks they took to escape to freedom. (Yearling, ISBN: 0440407591) 
When a Rooster Crows at Night: A Child's Experience of the Korean War (Broché) 
By Therese Park 
Grade 4-9 A long parade of dust-covered army trucks and ambulances crawled into our playground, sirens wailing. Within minutes, the whole place was filled with men and army vehicles…… "Water! Water..." Whistles blew. Feet ran in all directions…… "Children," our teacher said, this is the face of war. (iUniverse (Fév 2004)  ISBN: 0595308767)
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